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ALUMINIUM Aluminium



What is aluminium ? Why do we use so much of it ? 

Aluminium is a metal which we can use in almost pure 
form or in an alloy, with each variation having slightly 
different characteristics. In all cases, aluminium is 
durable, lightweight and good at conducting electricity 
and heat.
It is produced from mineral ore or from scrap metal 
and then tranformed into the semi-finished product. 
This gives rise to so many of the products we find 
around us : aluminium is utilized in almost every 
sector. And at the end of its life, it can be recycled 
countless times whithout ever losing its original 
characteristics.



Aluminium is used to produce a wide variety of packaging. 
It is light, able to create a barrier protection , corrosion-
resistant and 100% recyclable for an unlimited number of 
times, making it perfect for this purpose.



Polymer
The way in which a polymeric material is recycled depends on 
what happens to it when it is warmed up. If the heat modifies its 
form but not its structure, the material is called thermoplastic. 
Articles made from thermoplastic polymers can be recycled by 
melting the material and returning it either to its original or a 
similar state. Most types of plastic and – as it is evident by their 
name - thermoplastic elastomers (TPE) belong to this category.



WASTE MANAGEMENT

Each time we throw an object away, we create waste. From that

time on, the object disappears from sight, but its life does not end

there.

Waste management strategy is laid out by the European Union and

put into effect via specific legislation in each single country.

Disposal is connected to the type of waste product, to the materials

that waste is made up of and to the treatment and disposal

installations within any one country. The management of household

waste or the like (municipal waste) is assigned to local authorities.

As for businesses and industrial sectors, responsibility lies directly

with whoever has produced the waste. The first stage of disposal is

waste collection. Depending on the type of waste collected it is

either recycled to recover parts and materials or it is incinerated or

treated in installations (such as waste-to-energy incinerators) in

order to produce electricity and heat. When neither of these routes

is viable, waste that cannot be recovered ends up on landfills.



Many kinds of waste cannot be recycled, for various different 
reasons : some materials are not recyclable ; recycling some 
waste products is not viable from an economic or an 
environemental point of view ; the law lays down the categories 
of waste that can be recycled. A lot of this waste, however, can 
be converted into a resource via the recovery of its intrinsic 
energy.


